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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communication: Amendment filed 1 0/24/08. 
This action is made final. 

2. Claims 1-9 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 5 and 7 are independent claims. 

Claim Objections 

3. Applicant's amendment corrects the previous objection; therefore, the previous objection 
is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Santoro et 
al (Patent No. US 6724403 B1; hereinafter Santoro). 

As to claims 5 and 7, Santoro teaches: 

A server and a distribution method of layout script text (e.g., see Fig. 24) comprising: 
a script text storage unit for storing a plurality of script texts (e.g., see Fig. 24 and col. 13 

lines 44-51; wherein preconfigured grids can be downloaded from the predetermined server; 

wherein the grids are defined as a document created in a markup language such as HTML, 
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SGML or XML that are used to present simultaneous information content from a plurality of 
sources, see col. 10 lines 41-67, col. 13 lines 31-51; note the grids can be acquired from a 
server), containing at least a media element identification of visual media information to be input 
into an electronic equipment from one of a plurality of interfaces (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 and col. 10 
lines 41-67), an external source information of the media element (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 and col. 
10 lines 41-67), a display layout of said media element on said display screen (e.g., see Figs. 8- 
12), and an indication of a type of equipment connected to at least one of the plurality of 
interfaces (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 and col. 9 lines 57-67 through col. 10 lines 1-10, col. 10 lines 41- 
67); 

a recognition means for recognizing a characteristic of the electronic equipment (e.g., 
see Figs. 24-26, col. 22 lines 1-37); 

a script text customizing means for customizing at least one of the plurality of script texts 
according to the characteristic of the electronic equipment (e.g., see Figs. 24-26, col. 22 lines 1- 
37); and 

script text distribution means for reading a corresponding script text from the script text 
storage unit and distributing the customized script text to said electronic equipment through a 
network in response to a request from the electronic equipment as a client (e.g., see Figs. 24- 
26, col. 22 lines 1-37), 

wherein the media element is input by one of said plurality of interfaces corresponding to 
said external source information at the electronic equipment (e.g., see Figs. 1, 2 and col. 4 lines 
34-54; ports 108-1-108-N). 

As to claims 6 and 8, Santoro teaches the characteristic of the electronic equipment 
comprises at least one of display size information and interface information (e.g., the interface 
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information such as set-top box or personal computer or incoming bandwidth, see col. 22 lines 
17-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1, 3-4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Santoro in view of Mizutome et al (Pub. No. US 2002/0078447 A1; hereinafter Mizutome). 

As to claim 1, Santoro teaches: 

An electronic equipment (e.g., see Fig. 2) comprising: 

a display unit including a display screen (e.g., Fig. 2; display 110); 

a plurality of interfaces for inputting visual media information from a plurality of external 
sources (e.g., see Fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 34-54; ports 1 08-1-1 08-N); 

script text acquisition means for acquiring a plurality of script texts (e.g., the grids are 
defined as a document created in a markup language such as HTML, SGML or XML that are 
used to present simultaneous information content from a plurality of sources, see col. 10 lines 
41-67, col. 13 lines 31-51; note the grids can be acquired from a server) containing at least a 
media element identification of the visual media information to be input from one of the 
interfaces (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 and col. 10 lines 41-67), an external source information of the 
media element (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 and col. 10 lines 41-67), a display layout of said media 
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element on said display screen (e.g., see Figs. 8-12), and an indication of a type of equipment 
connected to at least one of the plurality of interfaces (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 and col. 9 lines 57-67 
through col. 10 lines 1-10, col. 10 lines 41-67); 

a script text storage unit for storing the plurality of script texts taken in by said script text 
acquisition means (e.g., see col. 12 lines 66-67 through col. 13 1-6, col. 13 lines 44-51 and Fig. 
16); 

script text selection means for selecting a layout from the plurality of script texts (e.g., 
see col. 13 lines 29-67 through col. 14 lines 1-24); 

an interface selection means for identifying the external source of the media element 
based on the external source information contained in the layout selected by the layout 
selection means and selecting one of the plurality of interfaces corresponding to the identified 
external source to input the media element (e.g., see Figs. 1, 7-10; col. 10 lines 39-67); and 

script process means for displaying the media element on the display screen in 
accordance with the display layout contained in the script text selected by the script text 
selection means (e.g., see Figs. 1, 7-10; col. 10 lines 39-67). 

Although Santoro teaches the capability for the user to configure, download and update 
the layout on the fly (e.g., see col. 13 lines 28-31, lines 43-51, col. 14 lines 16-24), Santoro does 
not expressly teach script text presenting means for presenting layout options based on the 
plurality of script texts. 

In the same field of endeavor of presenting plurality of information from a plurality of 
external sources (e.g., see Mizutome Fig. 1), Mizutome teaches an electronic equipment 
comprising a display unit and a plurality of interfaces for inputting media information from a 
plurality of external sources similar to that of Santoro (e.g., see Mizutome Fig. 1 ; display 1 1 4, 
interfaces 1A-1C, 117a, 11 7b as shown in Fig. 1). Mizutome teaches the equipment can 
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process information in markup language such as XML (e.g., see [0078]). Specifically, Mizutome 
teaches the equipment comprises a layout presenting means for presenting layout options 
based on the plurality of layouts (e.g., see Fig. 5, 13-15 and [0081], [0087], [0098], [0103]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the electronic equipment as taught in Santoro to include the 
feature of presenting layout options based on the plurality of layouts as taught by Mizutome to 
be able to achieve the system that is able to provide the user options to select a preferred layout 
as claimed. One would have been motivated to make such a combination is to enhance video 
entertainment (e.g., see Mizutome [0010]). 

As to claim 3, Santoro teaches selecting a desired script text and takes in said script 
text from a server for presenting said script text through a network (e.g., see col. 1 3 lines 43-51 
and col. 22 lines 1-21). 

As to claim 4, Santoro further teaches wherein the script text acquisition means selects 
a desired script text and takes in the script text from a detachably mountable storage medium 
which records the script text (e.g., see col. 5 lines 14-22). 

As to claim 9, Santoro teaches at least one of the plurality of script texts is customized 
based on a characteristic of the electronic equipment (e.g., see col. 22 lines 1-50). 

8. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Santoro in 
view of Mizutome further in view of Escobar et al (WO 01/39494 A1; hereinafter Escobar). 

As to claim 2, Santoro and Mizutome teach the limitations of claim 1 for the same 
reasons as set forth in the rejection of claim 1 above. Santoro teaches the feature of receiving 
and displaying inputs from multiple broadcast channels and the feature of configuring the grid to 
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display the channels of choice (e.g., col. 11 lines 15-32, col. 12 lines 50-65; col. 13 lines 54-67 
through col. 14 lines 1-25). Therefore, it appears that Santoro teaches the features of inputting 
visual media information different from each other through a plurality of channels and including 
in the script text (e.g., the grid) information for defining the interface for inputting the media 
element and a channel of the interface. Even if it does not, implementing the limitations of the 
plurality of interfaces include a function of inputting visual media information different from each 
other through a plurality of channels and the script text includes information for defining said 
interface for inputting said media element and a channel of said interface (e.g., see Figs. 6A-7D 
and pages 7, 8). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made to modify the electronic equipment as taught by Santoro and 
Mizutome to include the feature of virtual channels as taught by Escobar to achieve the claimed 
invention. One would have been motivated to make such a combination is to eliminate the need 
for viewers to distinguish between web content and TV content (e.g., see Escobar page 4, third 
paragraph). 

Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's remarks filed on 10/24/08 have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

a) Applicant argues with respect to claim 5 that the cited prior art of Santoro fails to 
disclose or teach the claimed script text storage unit (e.g., see Applicant's remark page 7, 
paragraph 4). 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The prior art of Santoro clearly 
teaches a server comprising a script text storage unit for storing a plurality of script texts (e.g., 
see Fig. 24 and col. 13 lines 44-51; wherein preconfigured grids can be downloaded from the 
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predetermined server). Santoro teaches the grids control the layout of the tiles; wherein 
different tiles can be associated with different contents from plurality of sources (e.g., Figs. 6, 7 
and col. 10 lines 41-67). Santoro teaches the grids are documents created in a markup 
language such as HTML, SGML, or XML (e.g., col. 13 lines 31-51). Therefore, the 
preconfigured grids read on the claimed limitation of a plurality of script texts and consistent with 
the instant specification's definition of a script text because the instant specification states that 
wherein the layout script text defines a display region for visual medial information to be input 
(e.g., see Applicant's specification PGPub 2004/0017513 [0018]) and the layout script text is a 
markup language, SMIL which based on XML (e.g., see Applicant's specification PGPub 
2004/0017513 [0047], [0048]). For at least these reasons, the examiner maintains the position 
that Santoro teaches a server comprising a script text storage unit for storing a plurality of script 
texts. 

b) Applicant argues with respect to claim 5 that the cited prior art of Santoro fails to 
disclose or teach the limitation "at least a media element identification of visual media 
information to be input into an electronic equipment from a plurality of interfaces", "an external 
source information of the media element", and "a display layout of the media element on a 
display screen" (e.g., see Applicant's remark page 8, paragraph 2). 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The prior art of Santoro clearly 
teaches script text containing at least a media element identification of visual media information 
to be input into an electronic equipment from one of a plurality of interfaces (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 
and col. 10 lines 41-67). Santoro teaches the grid comprises a matrix of tiles; wherein each tile 
is associated with different contents from a plurality of sources (e.g., see Fig. 7 and col. 4 lines 
34-54, col. 10 lines 41-67) wherein the different contents can be television shows , Internet sites , 
live video streams, and any other form of analog signal (e.g., col. 4 lines 34-54). Santoro 
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teaches visual media information is input into the electronic equipment from one of a plurality of 
interfaces including Cable Network (e.g., see Fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 34-50; ports 108-1-108-N). 
Santoro teaches the plurality of sources can be analog signal , video/audio/text/graphics 
datastream (e.g., Fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 52-59). Santoro teaches the tile containing at least a 
media element identification of visual media information to be input into the electronic 
equipment from one of a plurality of interfaces (e.g., see Figs. 5-7 and col. 9 lines 57-67 through 
col. 10 lines 1-10, col. 10 lines 41-67; wherein the target address 504 is the location at which 
the file or application program associated with the tile can be found). Santoro teaches a display 
layout of the media element on a display screen (e.g., see Figs. 8-12 and col. 1 1 lines 63-67 
through col. 12 lines 1 -12; wherein each tile is indexed by its position on the grid). Accordingly, 
the examiner maintains the position on this limitation, wherein the script text containing at least 
a media element identification of visual media information to be input into an electronic 
equipment from one of a plurality of interfaces, an external source information of the media 
element, a display layout of the media element on a display screen. 

c) Applicant argues with respect to claim 5 that the cited prior art of Santoro fails to 
disclose or teach the limitation "an indication of a type of equipment connected to at least one of 
the plurality of interfaces" (e.g., see Applicant's remark page 8, paragraph 2). 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The prior art of Santoro clearly 
teaches an indication of a type of equipment connected to at least one of the plurality of 
interfaces (e.g., see Figs. 5, 6 and col. 9 lines 57-67 through col. 10 lines 1-10, col. 10 lines 41- 
67). Santoro teaches the tile included in the grid comprises target sources that identify the 
location at which the file or application program associated with the tile can be found (e.g., see 
Figs. 5-7 and col. 9 lines 57-67 through col. 10 lines 1-10, col. 10 lines 41-67). Santoro teaches 
the grids can display a plurality of different contents from a plurality of sources such as 
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television shows, Internet Sites, live video streams, and any other form of analog signal (e.g., 
col. 4 lines 34-54). Therefore, if the tile provides the target address where Internet Sites or 
Television Shows is to be displayed, the type of equipment connected to at least one of the 
plurality of interfaces is also included because each content source is tied with what type of 
equipment it connects to (e.g., see Fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 34-50; ports 108-1-108-N). 
Accordingly, the examiner maintains the position on this limitation. 

d) Applicant argues with respect to claim 5 that the cited prior art of Santoro fails to 
disclose or teach the limitation "customizing at least one of the plurality of script texts according 
to the characteristic of the electronic equipment" (e.g., see Applicant's remark page 9, 
paragraph 1). 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The prior art of Santoro clearly 
teaches the tile-content that the server delivers can be customized according to the rendering 
device (e.g., col. 22 lines 1 6-21 ). Santoro further teaches the server can identify the client 
device type (i.e., set-top box or personal computer) (e.g., col. 22 lines 27-31). Santoro teaches 
the server retrieves grid settings specific to the user (e.g., col. 22 lines 27-31 ). Since the user 
identification is tied to the client device type (e.g., col. 22 lines 22-27), the server is, therefore, 
retrieves grid settings according to the characteristic of the electronic equipment. 

e) In response to applicant's argument with respect to claim 1 that the cited prior art of 
Santoro and Mizutome do not teach or suggest at least the claimed "script text acquisition 
means" and "interface selection means" (e.g., see Applicant's remark page 10), the examiner 
notes the combination of Santoro and Misutome teach the limitation of claim 1 as addressed 
supra. 



Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in 
any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would 
have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 
1332-33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 
158 USPQ 275,277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 571-270-1033. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00, off on alternating Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/TuyetLien T Tran/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



/Weilun Lo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



